Human Trafficking Fact Sheet

What is human trafficking?

Sex Trafficking
Sex trafficking is the act of forcing, coercing, or transporting a person for the purpose of a commercial sex act. These crimes are primarily committed against women and children. Sex trafficking can occur in residential brothels, brothels disguised as massage parlors, strip clubs, and via online escort services and street prostitution. 

Labor Trafficking
Labor trafficking is the act of forcing a person to work for little or no money. It can include legitimate businesses such as hotels, factories, restaurants, construction sites, farming, landscaping, nail salons, and traveling sales crews. It can also include domestic servants and nannies. 

Trafficking in California

The public perception is that human trafficking victims are from other countries, but data from California’s task forces indicate that the vast majority are Americans. 72% of victims whose country of origin was identified by California’s task forces are American.

From mid-2010 to mid-2012, California’s nine regional human trafficking task forces identified 1,277 victims, initiated 2,552 investigations, and arrested 1,798 individuals. 

The National Center for Missing and Exploited Children estimates that at least 100,000 children are sexually trafficked each year.  California has the third highest rate of child trafficking in the US.  

Labor trafficking is under-reported and under-investigated as compared to sex trafficking.  56% of victims who received services through California’s task forces were sex trafficking victims. Yet, data from other sources indicate that labor trafficking is 3.5 times as prevalent as sex trafficking worldwide.

Local and transnational gangs are increasingly trafficking in human beings because it is a low-risk and high, renewable profit crime. 

Traffickers are reaching more victims and customers by recruiting and advertising online.   

Challenges  — We must:

Challenge the myth that trafficking is only a foreign or big-city problem.

Challenge the belief that prostitution is victimless — that most sex workers do it by choice 

Challenge the promotion and glamorizing of the pimp culture, as well as degradation and violence toward women in video gaming, rap-type music and other entertainment formats.

Challenge laws and policies that criminalize victims, enable online selling of prostituted children, and otherwise fail to address trafficking. 




