
Dear Friends in Faith, 

Greeting of peace to you and to all that you hold dear. Want to share the 
words of Dr. Judea Pearl, father of Daniel Pearl which he prepared for the 
UN General Assembly meeting today, February 7th for World Interfaith 
Harmony Week. He was inspired to do so after taking part in a URI program 
which was held in Daniel's honor in Santa Monica California which was 
coordinated by the Raoul Wallenberg Institute of Ethics CC. 

Touched by his courageous words of hope and unity, I thought to share them with you here. The 
program announcement/invitation for the February 1st "Harmony for Humanity" concert follows. 

Warmly,  

Rebecca Tobias 
Global Council Trustee, North America 
 
----------------------------------------- 

A statement to the UN General Assembly for World Interfaith Harmony Week by Dr. Judea Pearl, father 
of Daniel Pearl. 
February 7th, 2012 

Mr. President, Religious NGOs, Ladies and Gentlemen, Ten years ago, almost to the day, the world was 
shocked to witness the brutal murder of Daniel Pearl, the Wall Street Journal South Asia bureau chief, 
who was abducted and later murdered in, Karachi, Pakistan on January 31st or February 1st, 2002. 

A writer, a bridge-builder, a musician, and a champion of humanity, Pearl lived a life that knew no 
geographical boundaries, with a spirit that knew no shred of prejudice. Through words and music, he 
communicated joy, humor, friendship and understanding in many parts of the world.  

He gave voice to million of voiceless people in the Balkans, the Middle East and South East Asia, and 
painted for millions of readers the human face behind the news. 

"My name is Daniel Pearl," he said before his captor's video camera, "My father is Jewish, my mother is 
Jewish, I am Jewish."  These were his last words. 

And as he stood there, demanding sanity in the face of madness, his words assumed a universal 
dimension, and have come to symbolize both the right of every individual to assert his faith, heritage 
and identity. and the amazing capacity of the human spirit to weave together the dignity of being 
different with the sanctity of being ONE. 

Consequently, what emerged from Pearl's tragedy and vividly displayed  on the screens of the world's 
consciousness was an urgent call for people of all faiths to recognize the dangers threatening our social 
fabric, and to lift our common humanity above the differences that set us apart. 



Daniel Pearl has become a symbol for East-West dialogue, freedom of expression and interfaith 
harmony, respect and acceptance. 

On May 19, 2010, U.S. President Barak Obama signed the Daniel Pearl Freedom of the Press Act which 
protects journalists around the world. 

More significantly, in each of the past 10 years, people of all faiths have commemorated Daniel birthday  
of October  10,  in what has become the earth's largest interfaith symphony a growing network of music 
concerts named "Harmony for Humanity" which in 2011 numbered more than 2000 performances in 
more than 80 countries, all dedicated to religious harmony and the oneness of humanity. 

Today, on the first celebration of the United Nation World Interfaith Harmony Week,it is both timely and 
symbolic to commemorate the 10th anniversary of Daniel Pearl's death and to honor his life and vision 
by reaffirming our unwavering conviction that, at the end of the day, humanity will triumph and 
harmony will prevail. 

Thank you. 

Dr. Judea Pearl 
UCLA 
http://www.danielpearl.org/index.html 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
The Daniel Pearl Yahrtzeit Harmony for Humanity Concert 

In recognition of United Nations World Interfaith Harmony Week  
Commemorating the 10th Anniversary of his passing with Yahrtzeit candle and Yizkor Prayer 

On Wednesday, February 1, 2012, 7:00 to 8:30 PM 
In the Sanctuary At The Santa Monica Synagogue 
1448 18th Street 
Santa Monica, CA 90404 

Speakers to include: 

Ross Altman Reading from At Home In the World by Daniel Pearl 

Dr. Stephen Sideroff of the Raoul Wallenberg Institute of Ethics a cooperation circle of the  
United Religions Initiative who will offer commemorative readings by Judea Pearl in honor of Daniel 

Guest Artists: 

http://www.danielpearl.org/index.html�


Jill Fenimore on Fingerstyle Guitar w/ Harmonica by RA 
Jeff Gold Singer/Songwriter 
Larry Hanks and Deborah Robins Singers of Old American Songs 
Carol McArthur on Keyboards and Guitar 
Mike Perlowin on Pedal Steel Guitar 
Phee Sherline on Hammer Dulcimer 
Canyon Ellen Singer/Songwriter 
April Wayland on Violin 
Paul Zollo Singer/Songwriter 

Daniel Pearl was a Wall Street Journal reporter on assignment in Pakistan in early 2002; he came to tell 
the clear-eyed story of those who lived in that region of the world; he was kidnapped by militants and 
killed on February 1, 2002. 

His legacy has reached across cultural divides and built bridges of understanding and compassion 
through music, lecture series and guest scholarships reaching out to those most in need of his spirit of 
tolerance and what he has come to represent: Harmony for Humanity. 

The Daniel Pearl Foundation sponsors World Music Days every October, his birth month (October 10, 
1963), to foster a respect for people of all faiths and ethnic backgrounds. 

On this, the 10th anniversary of his death, we take time to pause and reflect, to light a candle in his 
memory, and say a prayer that such an act may never happen again. 

We sing and make music in the hope that his uncommon spirit and singular courage may continue to 
light the world. 

The World Interfaith Harmony Week is based on United Nations General Assembly Resolution for a 
worldwide week of interfaith harmony. It was proposed in 2010 by HM King Abdullah II and HRH Prince 
Ghazi bin Muhammad of Jordan. The World Interfaith Harmony Week falls on the first week of February 
of every year and aims to encourage programs to promote interfaith and intercultural understanding 
between all people regardless of their faith. 

The Raoul Wallenberg Institute of Ethics is committed to the promotion of a culture of peace and its 
foundational values of equality, justice, love, compassion, and mutual respect. Its humanitarian 
programs are aimed at the resolution of conflicts, the elimination of prejudice, and the broadening of 
perspectives. It encourages the study of faith-based sacred texts and heritages as part of the interfaith 
dynamic that is at the core of this endeavor. It also emphasizes the personal nature of this process by 
recognizing that what is created in the outside world is a reflecton of one's inner world. 

Open to the Public—No Reservations Required 

 Daniel Pearl Memorial Concert are an Altman-Fenimore Production 
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