
Euphrates Institute & United Religions Initiative join forces to counter 
Islamophobia in the Midwest 

Dear Friends,  

In an effort to express our deep concern for the growing threat to rights and civil 
liberties of a community of faith, Euphrates Institute CC issued this joint statement with 
URI today.  Just this week the Missouri State House passed the first part of a bill to ban 
the establishment of Sharia Law, adding to the list of 13 US states which has considered 
or adopted such hollow legislation.   http://stlouis.cbslocal.com/2011/04/20/missouris-
anti-sharia-law-bill-clears-its-first-hurdle/ 

I live in the St. Louis, Missouri for most of the year, and am also a resident of 
Vancouver, British Columbia. I always look forward to travelling back to Canada and 
one of my main reasons for feeling this way is because almost immediately upon my 
arrival there I am greeted warmly by someone of another faith or culture who is living in 
a community that embraces diversity. This is because the national and Canadian 
Provincial governments subsidize interfaith and multicultural dialogue programming. 
Wouldn't that be great if this was the standard here in the US as well? Instead of State 
Houses conferring to ban Sharia  they would be debating the most effective and 
culturally sensitive ways to teach about another's theological principles. 

We in the US can ask for this to be our community standard too, indeed expect it. I do. 
Derision and distrust sown by ill informed politicians and media pundits make our 
community building efforts that much more challenging. The first step is learning what 
is possible when partnering with local and national policy makers so that voices of 
reason and inclusivity are amplified in the public forum.  This has been an ongoing topic 
of mindful discussion at the regional level here at URI-NA, and we are acting on 
these opportunities as they present themselves circumstance by circumstance.  

Here is some information on the Canadian Multiculturalism Act which is at the heart of 
the funding allocations that Provinces there do receive. It's an example of what we in the 
US can aspire to: http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/C-18.7/page-2.html#h-3  

Best to you in your blessed work, where ever in the world you are casting your light 

Rebecca  
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