
Holy Quran and People of Other Faiths  

By Iftekhar Hai  

I am honored to present my point of view of what does the Holy Quran say about 
People of other Faiths in this INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON HOLY 
BOOKS.  

I regret I cannot come to you face to face to share my views, hence this report from 
me for all to read. I give below my email address. Anyone is most welcome to send 
me any questions on the inclusiveness of the Quranic message for people of other 
faiths.  

I begin with the explanation to the word ISLAM. The Quran says that Islam has 
been a religion from pre-medial times. Islam means total surrender and 
submission to God.  

In 42:13 it says, “The same religion has HE established for you (Muslims) that 
which HE enjoined on Noah, that which WE have send by inspiration to you, and 
that which WE enjoined on Abraham, Moses and Jesus, namely that you should 
stay steadfast in religion and make no divisions therein.”  

In other words “people of other faith” are part of one family originating from 
Adam and Eve.  

All over the Quran it says that the religion of all the Prophets is total submission or 
surrender to One God and Islam means surrender or submission. So the message 
of God of surrender and submission is given to all the Prophets. Although people of 
other faiths may have their own traditions but the ultimate goal is we all surrender 
to One God and we all are moving in the direction of God consciously or 
unconsciously. This state of surrender and submission is called Islam.  

Hence whenever a person of any faith says, “I believe in God.” They are essentially 
saying we live in a state of surrender and submission which in Arabic means Islam. 
They are believers in God and take Jesus, Krishna, Moses, Mohammed, Guru 
Nanak, Buddha, etc. as their example. The Quran includes as believers anyone who 
believes in God.  

The Quran says all of you are born in the state of surrender and you will come 
back to God in a total state of surrender.  



This thought is further re-enforced in 10:47, 14:4 and 16:36, “To every people was 
sent an Apostle to teach them in their own language and in their own 
country….making things clear.”  

So by this it becomes abundantly clear that people of every faith have been justly 
and fairly guided towards divine knowledge through their own scriptures in their 
own language and their own Apostles.  

This pluralism and diversity in faith is further acknowledged in the Quran. It also 
says that there are multiple paths to surrender and submission in 5:48 and I quote:  

“To you WE have given the scriptures, just as WE have given the scriptures to 
people before you (Jews, Christians, Hindus, Buddhists, etc). We have protected 
your scriptures (Quran) in its entirety. So judge among people from what 
knowledge has come to you (from Quran) and do not be carried over by your vain 
desires (that Muslims are the only righteous and chosen people to lead).  

To each among you (referring to diverse groups – not excluding anybody) We have 
prescribed the Law (teachings of the indigenous, native people and Buddhist 
scholars, Gitas, Vedas, Torah, Gospels and The Quran) and an Open Way (given a 
conscience with reference to the spiritualist’s people).  

If God had willed, all humanity would have been of one single community (this 
means diversity is part of God’s creation). God’s plan is to test you in what each 
one has received (in form of Holy Scriptures or Conscience). So strive, as in a race 
in all virtues. The goal of all the people is to God. God (alone) will tell you the truth 
in matters of which you dispute.” 5:48  

In 49:13 the Quran says, “We created you from single soul, male and female and 
WE have made you into nations and tribes so that you may come to know one 
another (not to dislike or despise each other) and the best among you are those who 
are most righteous (meaning those who are just and fair in dispensing justice).  

It is also important for people of other faiths to know that “Equality of All the 
Prophets” is also mentioned in the Quran. The Quran says different prophets came 
at different times to solve the problems relating to those times, however they are all 
equal in front of God Almighty and I quote from: 2:136, 2:85, 3:84 and 4:152. This 
exact verse is repeated four times so that people do not forget “Equality of all 
Prophets” is a part of Quranic message and God’s plan.  

“We believe in the revelation given to us (Quran) and the revelations given to 
Abraham,  Ismael,  Issac, Jacob and the tribes, and the revelations given to 
Abraham, Moses and Jesus and to all the Prophets from their Lord, we make no 



distinction or difference between anyone of them and we bow to God in Islam 
(meaning total surrender).  

This revelation is repeated four times so that all the Muslims may never forget that 
every Prophet is equal in front of God and so are their respective followers. 
Prophet Mohammed was only the Last Prophet for Muslims to emulate and live 
their lives accordingly. This verse teaches me that people of other faiths will 
continue to be born until the Judgment Day.  

So far I have quoted from the Quran three basic cornerstone of faith that is 
inclusive of People of other Faith, namely:  

1) Meaning of the word Islam which is submission and surrender shown to all the 
People of other Faiths in their own language and in their own country.  

2) Equality of all the Prophets which clearly tell me as a Muslim never to think for 
one moment that you are better than the other person of faith  

3) Diversity and Pluralism is the method that God brings out in 5:48 which is 
inclusive of all the people living in any part of the world.  

Now the Quran speaks about salvation and who are those people who are near and 
dear to God Almighty. Below are exact quotes from the Quran  

First it speaks about Christians and Jews who lived among the Arabs when the 
Quran was revealed to Prophet Mohammed (p).  

Salvation for Christians and Jews: In Quran 3:113, 114 & 115 

“Not all of them are alike from among the People of the Book (Christians and 
Jews) there are those who stand for the right (justice), they rehearse the signs of 
God all night long and they submit/surrender in adoration. They believe in God 
and the Last Day (judgment day or day of resurrection). They enjoin what is right 
and forbid what is wrong. They hasten with emulation in all good works. They are 
in the ranks of the righteous. Of the good that they do nothing will be rejected for 
God knows best those that do right. ” 

Salvation & Rewards for All Righteous People of Any Faith  

In 2:62, 5:69 and numerous other times the Quran says:  

Those who believe (in the Quran), those who follow the Jewish scriptures, the 
Christians and the Sabians (Zoroastrians, etc) any who believe in God, (could be 



Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists, etc) the Last Day and does righteousness shall have their 
reward from their Lord on them shall be no fear nor shall they grieve.”  

It is important to note there are three basic criteria for salvation for anyone 
belonging to any faith from the above:  

1) Believe in God 2) Believe in Judgment Day and 3) Doing righteousness this 
means to stand for justice and truth as witness, judge and jury.  

I include Hindus, Buddhists, Sikhs and also people from all other traditions as part 
of God’s Mercy and Salvation. Great respect for sincere people of other faiths is 
included in all the above quotation from the Quran.  
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