
What is URI?
The seed for URI was planted in 1993 when the 
United Nations invited The Rt. Rev. William 
Swing, Episcopal Bishop of California, to host 
an interfaith service in San Francisco. At that 
time, a vision took shape to create a grassroots 
organization where people of diverse faiths could 
come together to build peace.

By 2000, people from diverse religions, spiritual 
expressions and indigenous traditions had 
successfully worked together to create the 
URI Charter. Today, people from nearly 80 
countries bring their unique talents to URI to 
create grassroot actions of care, compassion, 
cooperation, education, and peacebuilding.

What is the Affiliate Program?
URI has historically been structured on a model 
of the Cooperation Circle (CC) as its basic 
building block. Cooperation Circles consist of at 
least 7 individals from 3 or more religions who 
come together to build relationships and solve 
community problems across faith boundaries.

In North America, we recognize that this model 
may not be the best avenue for all like-minded 
individuals and organizations to connect with 
URI. For this reason, we expanded ways for our 
region to forge a relationships with individuals 
and organizations who are similarly committed 
to peacebuilding. While Cooperation Circles 

will always continue to form the heart of URI’s 
grassroots structure, the Affiliate program 
increases our networking reach to include many 
more people committed to promoting peace and 
understanding between people of different faiths 
in our local communities, between nations, and 
within our own hearts. 

The Affiliate program is designed for individuals 
who are aligned with the Purpose and Principles 
of URI, but who do not or cannot participate in a 
Cooperation Circle. The program is also perfect 
for existing self-sufficient organizations that, 
while sharing common values and goals with 
URI, prefer an alternative way to connect with 
URI other than by becoming a Cooperation Circle.

Who can be a URI Affiliate? 
Individuals or organizations who agree with and 
support the Purpose, Preamble and Principles 
(PPPs) of the URI Charter may become an 
Affiliate. While the full URI Charter can be read 
at www.uri.org, the URI Preamble is on the back of 
this brochure and the URI Purpose is below.

The purpose of the United Religions Initiative is  
to promote enduring, daily interfaith 
cooperation, to end religiously motivated 
violence, and to create cultures of peace, justice 
and healing for the Earth and all living beings. 

A few of the 21 Principles are highlighted here:

• Respect for the sacred wisdom of each 
religion, spiritual expression, and indigenous 
tradition.

• Listening and speaking with respect to 
deepen mutual understanding and trust.

• The practice of healing and reconciliation to 
resolve conflict without resorting to violence.

• A commitment to not proselytize or coerce 
participation in any religious ritual.

Becoming an Affiliate of URI in North America is 
easy via a simple application. Affiliates are asked 
to offer, as able, support to our region via a small 
monetary or in-kind contribution. 

Love that Peace 
Cake! URI CC 
"Unity Made 
Visible" brings 
together adults 
and children from 
different faiths to 
learn more about 
one another—
and to share an 
appreciation of 
diverse cultures 
and food!

Benefits of URI Affiliation 
A primary benefit of becoming an Affiliate is to 
expand opportunities to connect with others who 
share similar values and commitments.

In the North America region alone, which 
encompasses both the USA and Canada, URI 
reaches a growing network of 8,000 or more 
persons who are committed to building a world 
of peace. That’s a lot of networking potential!

Additional Opportunities
Affiliates may also:

• Receive URI-NA news bulletins.

• Participate in and exchange ideas with the 
worldwide URI internet community.

• Participate in local, regional, and global 
activities of URI.

• Join our regional Leadership Council—or 
one of its committees and teams. 

• Exchange reciprocal web links with URI in 
North America (www.urinorthamerica.org).  

Interfaith leaders and activists come together to discuss 
future planning for strengthening the United Religions 
Initiative in North America.



Affiliate with  
URI in North America 

The purpose of the United Religions 
Initiative is to promote enduring, daily 
interfaith cooperation, to end religiously 

motivated violence, and to create  
cultures of peace, justice and healing  
for the Earth and all living beings. 

Preamble to the URI Charter
We, people of diverse religions, spiritual expressions and 

indigenous traditions throughout the world, hereby 
establish the United Religions Initiative to promote 
enduring, daily interfaith cooperation, to end religiously 
motivated violence and to create cultures of peace, 
justice and healing for the Earth and all living beings.

We respect the uniqueness of each tradition, and 
differences of practice or belief.

We value voices that respect others, and believe that 
sharing our values and wisdom can lead us to act for 
the good of all.

We believe that our religious, spiritual lives, rather than 
dividing us, guide us to build community and respect 
for one another.

Therefore, as interdependent people rooted in our 
traditions, we now unite for the benefit of our Earth 
community.

We unite to build cultures of peace and justice.

We unite to heal and protect the Earth.

We unite to build safe places for conflict resolution, 
healing and reconciliation.

We unite to support freedom of religion and spiritual 
expression, and the rights of all individuals and 
peoples as set forth in international law.

We unite in responsible cooperative action to bring 
the wisdom and values of our religions, spiritual 
expressions and indigenous traditions to bear on 
the economic, environmental, political and social 
challenges facing our Earth community.

We unite to provide a global opportunity for participation 
by all people, especially by those whose voices are not 
often heard.

We unite to celebrate the joy of blessings and the light of 
wisdom in both movement and stillness.

We unite to use our combined resources only for 
nonviolent, compassionate action, to awaken to our 
deepest truths, and to manifest love and justice among 
all life in our Earth community. 

United Religions Initiative, North America 
P.O. Box 1653

Burlingame, CA 94011
619.804.6882

www.urinorthamerica.org

Become a URI Affiliate! 
The Affiliate program is designed for 
individuals and organizations who are aligned 
with the URI PPPs and who seek to add their 
voice to the growing chorus which speaks for:

• Peace among nations
• Peace among people of faith
• Peace between communities and tribes
• Peace within our own hearts.

Please join with us in building a world of 
interfaith peace by becoming an Individual or 
Organizational Affiliate. Joining is free!

To Learn More
To learn more about the United Religions 
Initiative as a global organization, please visit 
www.uri.org. For information about URI in 
North America, visit www.urinorthamerica.org. 

Financial Support
We also greatly appreciate any and all financial 
support of URI in North America. Your tax-
deductible donations allow us to extend the 
reach of our work in the US and Canada.

Questions?
We are happy to answer any questions you may 
have about URI. Please feel free to contact Katie 
Ward, URI Regional Coordinator for North 
America, at kward@uri.org or 619.804.6882.
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