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Quote of the Day

 

"Prejudices, it is well known, are most difficult to eradicate from the heart whose
soil has never been loosened or fertilized by education: they grow there, firm as

weeds among stones.".......CHARLOTTE BRONTE, Jane Eyre
 

Announcements
 

June 26 Christian
Churches to Open
Pulpits to Muslim

and Jewish
Readings

 
The National
Cathedral in
Washington, D.C.
along with 50
churches in 26
states have already
joined the effort.
 
(This is repeated from May's

newsletter because the date is
drawing near.)

Washington, D.C. –
Christian clergy at churches
across the country will host
readings from the Qur’an
and other sacred religious
texts as they welcome their
Muslim and Jewish
colleagues on Sunday,
June 26, 2011 for Faith
Shared: Uniting in Prayer
and Understanding. Faith
Shared seeks to send a
message both here at
home and to the Arab and
Muslim world about our
respect for Islam. The

May your summer include quiet times and deep
reflection to nourish your spirit. This is my

favorite hideaway - The Quiet Place in NC. --sw

Nominations Open for Leadership
Council 2012

In keeping with the bylaws established by our
regional Leadership Council last year,
nominations will be open July 1 through
August 31 to fill two At-Large positions on
next year's Council. Two three year term
positions are filled each year in a rotating
schedule. Nominations can be made by any



National Cathedral in
Washington, DC, along with
50 churches in 26 states
have committed to
participating in this effort.  A
full list of participating
houses of worship and
more information on this
program can be found at
faithshared.org.

 
Welcome This
Month's New

Affiliates

The Interfaith
Observer (TIO) is a new,
global online interfaith
journal published by URI
Pioneer Paul Chaffee in
San Francisco. This free e-
journal, which will debut on
Sept. 15th, will have a
different theme each
month. The first edition will
feature articles on the
history of the Interfaith
Movement written by those
who were instrumental in its
beginnings. Watch this
newsletter for information
on how to subscribe later
this summer.

Stream Ohrstrom, a
longtime peace and
environmental activist and a
director of the former URI
in Washington, DC CC is
now an Affiliate. He and his
wife, Tania, enjoy hosting
interfaith and international
events in their Maryland
home, the "One Circle
Center".

Phil Lane, Jr., co-
founder and international
coordinator of the
indigenous  Four Worlds
International Institute in
British Columbia, Canada,
has long been a friend of
URI. We are honored to
have him as an Affiliate and
brother of our region of

Cooperation Circle, Affiliate, or Multiregion
CC having members in North America. Those
nominated will be interviewed by members of
the current Leadership Council and those
selected to serve on the new LC will be
announced in September.

While there is no pay provided for serving on
the LC, most direct expenses can be either
covered by the region's funds or reimbursed
on request. To learn more about the
qualifications for nomination to the
Leadership Council, and to download a
nomination form, Read More...

"Are You Ready?
by Sam Jones, Gray, TN

As a member of the Northeast Tennessee
CC of URI, when our Regional Coordinator,
Sandy Westin, suggested in her article "One
Boat" that as local interfaith leaders, we
should work together to educate ourselves,
our families, neighbors and community about
the need for disaster and emergency
preparedness, it made me think. Natural and
man-made disasters have always been a
part of our lives, but the increased frequency
and impacts due to global climate changes
have brought the need for this kind of
preparation to a new level of urgency.

Even here in Northeast Tennessee, an area
which historically has had little acquaintance
with severe weather, we experienced a
series of tornadoes this Spring that was
literally in our back yards. When I learned
that our local Washington County-Johnson
City Emergency Management Agency had

http://www.faithshared.org/
mailto:cmndrx@verizon.net
http://www.onecirclecenter.net/
http://www.onecirclecenter.net/
http://onecircle.net/
mailto:4worlds@uleth.ca
http://www.4worlds.org/
http://www.4worlds.org/
http://www.urinorthamerica.org/about/leadership-council/nominations-for-membership.html
http://www.urinorthamerica.org/images/stories/news/2011Mayoneboat.pdf
http://www.urinorthamerica.org/images/stories/news/2011Mayoneboat.pdf


URI. 

 
URI Greeting
Cards are available at a
price everyone can afford.
 $6 for 5 cards, s/h
included. Great as gifts to
share with others, or for
casual notes year-
round. Order yours
today. NO MINIMUM
ORDER!

 
North America CCs

Now Well
Represented  

With the prompt response
of many of our CCs'
contact persons, this year's
Global URI Community
Directory will have a fairly
up-to-date description of
our region's network of
CCs. Thank you!
 
 
Third Annual World
Peace Pilgrimage

On Saturday, June 25,
Mystic Mt. Baldy, California
will be the site of the third
annual all-faiths pilgrimage.
If you, please join in.
 
 

11 Days - 11 Ways
Campaign Gains

Momentum

Do you have a program or
event coming up between
now and the end of
September?  All CCs and
Affiliates are encouraged to
register these as part of the
global snapshot of change
being recorded by We, the
World at We.net/11Days.
Together we're not only
making a difference, we're
making history!
 
 

put together a household preparedness
guide available for free download as a PDF
file, I printed out a copy to study with more
interest than I might have a year ago,
realizing that I can no longer pretend that
disasters only happen to other people "out
there". Maybe, like dental work, it's not a
matter of whether it will ever affect me
personally, but when and how!  Read
more...
 

News from North American
Cooperation Circles

 
San Mateo, CA: URI San Francisco
Peninsula CC will be voting for
proposed new guiding principle
number 7.
 
In addition to the 21 Principles of URI, this
CC has its own 6 Founding Principles to
which its members are committed to guide
their lives.

1.  Recognizing that the essence of each of
us is Love, we agree to honor and respect
one another. We also recognize that each of
us and our belief systems are of equal value.

2.  We are here together to learn about
different belief systems, not to give advice or
change anyone's beliefs or behavior.

3.  We agree to listen with an open heart, to
give mutual support, and to practice
nonjudgmental listening and sharing.

4.  We agree that we have a common goal of
inner peace, and that it is from this place of
peace that we come together to find the best
answers for the work we are carrying out.

5.  We are willing to risk exposing our
feelings openly and honestly while always
respecting others in order to create a space
where clear communication is supported and
mutual understanding can be experienced.

6.  We agree to keep confidential information
within our group, but feel free to share our
good news with the world.
 
This CC is considering adding a 7th Guiding
Principle stemming from the Charter for

http://www.urinorthamerica.org/resources/uri-gift-shop.html
http://www.urinorthamerica.org/resources/uri-gift-shop.html
https://sites.google.com/site/worldpeacepilgrimage/
http://www.we.net/11days
http://www.wcso.net/Info/Are_you_Ready.pdf
http://www.wcso.net/Info/Are_you_Ready.pdf
http://www.urinorthamerica.org/images/stories/pdfs/monthly_bulletins/Bulletin201106JunAreYouReady.pdf
http://www.urinorthamerica.org/images/stories/pdfs/monthly_bulletins/Bulletin201106JunAreYouReady.pdf
http://charterforcompassion.org/site/


One Life Alliance
Pledge Booklet Now

Available

North American URI
Affiliate Kia Scherr of One
Life Alliance recently
announced the publication
of the "One Life Alliance
Pledge", a beautiful 30 day
guide to honor the
sacredness of life.  It is
available for purchase
through Amazon.com with a
small benefit to URI in
North America. It's also
listed on our URI in North
America books page
among other titles by URI
and other authors.
 
 

NAIN Connect is
Coming Up in Late

July

If you're part of a CC of
URI in North America, you
are authorized to enjoy the
NAIN members' discount
rate if you attend a NAIN
Connect conference.
They're great fun, and just
full of ideas and networking
possibilities. This year's 3-
day event is sponsored by
the Arizona Interfaith
Movement. Read More.
 

Sandy Westin
Regional Coordinator
1735 W State of Franklin
Rd Suite 5-296
Johnson City, TN 37604
(423) 262-8099
swestin@uri.org
 
Roger Eaton
Communications
Coordinator
San Francisco, CA
reaton@uri.org 
(415) 933-0153
 

Compassion. 
 
7.  From the Charter for Compassion adopted
in Switzerland on February 2009 by
representatives of Judaism, Christianity,
Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism and
Confucianism, we incorporate the rule that:
"Any interpretation of scripture that breeds
violence, hatred or disdain is illegitimate".  
Therefore, no such interpretation will be
considered during our San Francisco
Peninsula URI Circle of Cooperation
meetings.
 
"For years our circle has struggled with small
statements contained in most religious
sacred scriptures that contradict their
otherwise central Golden Rule of "Do to
others as you would have them do to you".  It
has been very encouraging to see the
adoption by representatives of religions of the
2009 Charter for Compassion, which
includes the principle listed as number 7
above.  By defining interpretations of
scripture that contradict the Golden Rule of
the same religions as "ILLEGITIMATE", this
rule provides strong support for the mission
of United Religions Initiative. For our
Peninsula Circle of Cooperation, we propose
that it be adopted as our 7th foundational rule
as added above to give us greater clarity that
our focus under the URI Purpose is to work
for peace between religions." -- Oscar
Koechlin

 

 

       Notes from the Editor:

1. If your URI CC or Affiliate organization
has a website, we'd love to exchange links
with you.  Contact Roger Eaton. 

2. Do you have videos, photos or reports about
your CC or Affiliate's events and programs
to share?  Send them in! The deadline for
submissions for each bulletin is the 5th of
the month. Material for our website is
accepted at any time. Also, you are
welcome to post your items on our
Facebook page.

3. Please forward this Bulletin to others in
your organization so they can be aware of
what's happening in URI beyond your
community. This will also allow them to
manage their own subscription to these
bulletins if they wish. 

http://www.onelifealliance.org/community/pledge.html
http://www.onelifealliance.org/community/pledge.html
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/146115703X/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=uriorgna-20&linkCode=as2&camp=217153&creative=399701&creativeASIN=146115703X
http://www.urinorthamerica.org/resources/books.html
http://www.urinorthamerica.org/resources/books.html
http://nainblog.wordpress.com/2011/05/07/nainconnect2011-tentative-schedule/
mailto:swestin@uri.org?subject=newsletter
mailto:reaton@uri.org
http://charterforcompassion.org/site/
mailto:reaton@uri.org
mailto:swestin@uri.org?subject=News%20for%20North%20America
http://facebook.com/urinorthamerica.
http://facebook.com/urinorthamerica.
http://www.urinorthamerica.org/get-involved/stay-connected.html
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