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Quote of the month
"A dream you dream alone is only a dream.  A dream you 

dream together is reality." .............................. John Lennon

11 Days - 11 Ways: A Global Synergy Campaign
by Sandy Westin, Regional Coordinator

In one phone call last month, URI in North America began building a creative collaboration with We The World
which may have far-reaching consequence for us all. Since then, Rick Ulfik, Director of WTW, has been working
closely with myself, Deborah Moldow and Monica Willard of URI at the United Nations to design an
unprecedented campaign which will draw attention to the breadth, depth and scope of work being done around
11 Themes in the name of peace and sustainability  not only in North America but around the world.
  

Download the flyer to learn more, then visit the 11 Days website and register your
own organization's programsand events scheduled in the next six months that relate to
any of the 11 themes described. We will be lifting up that kind of work, large and
small, local and global, in a way previously unimaginable.  Join the chorus for change!
 

Deborah Moldow and Rick Ulfik announced the campaign’s launch in New York City on
March 11, six months before 9/11/11, at the 88th birthdayof the late Robert Muller,
former Under Secretary of the UN.  Robert was known to be a lifelong activist on
behalf of peace, and a friend of URI and all it stands for.

Watch for announcements coming in the next few weeks
concerning opportunities for organizations, corporate sponsors

and individual donors to underwrite the coordination of each of our 11 themes. We are
bringing the agents of change together in a way which will empower all involved. Join the
chorus calling for a better world! 

About URI-NA

Learn about URI North
America

Learn about our vision and goals, and
meet our dedicated team.

Read More

Get Involved

4 quick ways to Get Involved with the
United Religions Initiative:

1 Donate:  Help URI-NA further
its mission of peace and social
justice by donating. We are a

registered non-profit. 

2 Become a Peacebuilder:
Start your own cooperation
circle or become an affiliate.

3 Volunteer:  We are always
looking for volunteers to help us
make a difference in the world.

4 Stay Connected:  Get
updates and become inspired
by our actions
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Re-thinking your URI newsletter. 
Read more...

Launching a Speakers Bureau. 
Read more...

Life and Times of a CC by Anne
Roth, Global Council Trustee:
Sometimes it's time for Spring
cleaning. Read more...

NAIN Connect is coming up in July
- and your dues are paid! - Read
more...

URI Pioneer Paul Chaffee retires
from managing the Interfaith
Chapel at the Presidio, and agrees
to join the Wisdom Keepers of URI
in NA.  Read more...

URI Greeting Cards are still
available at a price everyone can
afford.  $5 for 5 cards + $1 S/H.
Great as gifts to share with others,
or for casual notes year-round.
Order yours today. NO MINIMUM
ORDER!

Sandy Westin
Regional Coordinator
1735 W State of Franklin Rd, Suite
5-296
Johnson City, TN 37604
(423) 262-8099
swestin@uri.org
 
Roger Eaton, 
Communications Coordinator
San Francisco, CA
reaton@uri.org
(415) 933-0153

URI Members Speak Out Against Injustice

Los Angeles, CA: Rev. Leland Stewart of the Unity-and-Diversity World
Council, a CC of URI, says "The Time is Right for Convergence".  Read
more...

Washington, DC: Global Trustee Rebecca Tobias attends a number of
important events to counter Islamaphobia and highlights "Today I Am a
Muslim, Too!" Read more...

 
News from North American Cooperation Circles

San Francisco Interfaith Council has provided a list of Japanese Disaster
relief agencies.  Read more...

Sarasota, FL: Making a Difference: Healing Racism at Sarasota High
School -- Report from The Center for Religious Tolerance, a URI
Cooperation Circle in Sarasota, Florida.  Read more...

Orange County, CA: SARAH responds to hate speech. We decry these
actions, and stand with all people who uphold the values of decency,
inclusiveness, and equality for all people. Read more...

 
News from North American Affiliates
 
The World Peace Prayer Society: Children's Peace Pals Contest -
Children from around the World are invited to submit their artwork to
The 14th Annual Peace Pals International Arts Exhibition and Awards.
Winners and top selections will become part of a worldwide tour!
Deadline for Entry, July 30th, 2011.

Unity Production Films, producer of the DVDs provided through our
Affiliate, 20,000 Dialogues, announced recently the launching of a new
website, www.princeamongslaves.org, to expand dialogue and
understanding of Muslims in early America.

 
News from Global URI about Japan 

URI Prays for Japan
 
As news spread about the devastation in Japan following the earthquake
and tsunami, prayers from URI members around the world began pouring
into our listserves.  Read More...

Wisdom or Fatal Folly? Crisis in Japan 

Jonathan Granoff and Rhianna Tyson Kregor write about the threat of
nuclear energy in the Huffington Post.  Read more...

URI Recommendation

World Sikh Council America Region has launched a Japan Aid Campaign
urging generous contributions from the Sikh community: 888-340-1702 *
contact@worldsikhcouncil.org * www.worldsikhcouncil.org
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  Notes from the Editor:

If your URI CC or Affiliate organization has a website, we'd love to share
reciprocal links with you.  Contact Roger Eaton to arrange an exchange of
"widgets" to make this mutual benefit possible.
 
 Have videos, photos or reports about your CC or Affiliate's events and programs
to share?  Send them in! The deadline for submissions for each bulletin is the
5th of the month. Material for our website is accepted at any time.
 
Please forward this Bulletin to others in your organization so they can be aware
of what's happening in URI beyond your community. This will also allow them to
manage their own subscription to these bulletins if they wish. 

 

THE TIME IS RIGHT FOR CONVERGENCE
By Rev. Leland Stewart, B.S.E., B.T.
Unity-and-Diversity World Fellowship

6 February 2011(11)

 

This is a new cycle of human power.  It is the hour of unity
among all peoples, and of the drawing together of all races
and classes.  --Baha'i Faith, Science and Spirituality, page
170

Pitirim Sorokin, an internationally known sociologist
formerly of Harvard University, once said in his Law of
Polarization that in a time of crisis two things are happening
simultaneously.  One is that the crisis gets worse, and that
is what we see all around us today.  At the same time,
however, the increasing seriousness of the crisis also produces its opposite, which is love and understanding and
the coming together of forces calling for transformation.  In Egypt we now see the gathering of these energies
demanding change and a new life for its citizens.

It is time for all of us to come together in the name of truth and love.  We need to understand each other
better and to find common ground upon which to base our lives.  We need to go beyond the limits of money
and personal prowess and find the spiritual meaning of life.  Above the glass ceiling of fame and fortune is the
discovery of soul awakening and eternal values.  The enlighted life grows out of the commitment to truth in the
spirit of love.  

To change our society for the better calls for the practice of nonviolence as a way of life and a specific process
of working together.  It calls us to work for peace, justice, and a sustainable environment.  Change may come
through concerted action in our halls of meeting, but it may also require us to gather on the streets of our
nation and world to insist that truth replace untruth, love replace hatred, and light replace darkness.  This is a
time of convergence, of coming together to solve the problems of humanity and to preserve life in all its
forms.  In the innermost recesses of our life we need to find our truth and to devote ourselves to its
realization. 

The United States has solved certain problems connected with establishing democracy, but other problems have
arisen, some of which are uniquely ours and others are common to the rest of the world.  We have established a
voting system that works fairly well.  We have set up an educational system that is designed to serve all youth,
and we are attempting to improve it as we go along.  We have a variety of other  accomplishments, for which
we are to be congratulated.  

But we have many areas that need serious attention at this time.  One is the abolition of nuclear weapons from
the planet.  The new START Treaty was signed on Saturday by the United States and Russia, but it is only a first
step.  We have to pay more attention to caring for the environment and seeing that we are not overwhelmed by
the many ecological challenges that face us.  We have a long way to go to assure justice for all citizens
regardless of race, culture, or religion.  Getting our educational system to be on a par with those of other
countries is likewise needing serious attention.

All in all, it is time for the citizens of this country to step up to our rightful place in the leadership of the
world.  We need to stop waging wars and pay much more attention to applying diplomatic solutions that show

http://udcworld.org/
mailto:reaton@uri.org
http://www.urinorthamerica.org/get-involved/stay-connected.html
http://udcworld.org/
http://udcworld.org/
http://udcworld.org/
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our respect for all peoples and our desire to live in peace and harmony with everyone.  In short, we need to be
more willing to share with others and not act in a belligerent or exclusive manner.  Then we will discover that
we have a lot more friends and supporters around the world.

In the Spirit of Unity-and-Diversity!!!
 

(Unity-and-Diversity World Council  is a cooperation circle of URI in North America.)

Rethinking Your URI Newsletter: Shifting Gears in URI N.Am. Communications -
Keeping in Touch With and Through URI

by Sandy Westin, Regional Coordinator

In the past 2-1/2 years since I've been working with the North American region of URI, a number of changes
have come about in ways we keep our Cooperation Circles and Affiliates informed of the region's development,
as well as the achievements and ideas of those within our network.  The region's website (urinorthamerica.org
or uri.org/na) this year grew to a previously unimagined scope in the resources it presents. In addition, what
started out as an occasional, then a quarterly newsletter has shifted into one issued monthly, supplemented by
occasional special announcements. 

All this communicating yields both benefits and costs to our region.  

Benefits in keeping you, our expanding URI community, informed of developments and resources that can
impact and inspire your local work and organizations.  
Costs in postage and printing have been kept limited in terms of dollars since moving the newsletter from a
mailed to an e-mailed medium about a year ago
Other costs, however, have burgeoned.  What started out as a newsletter with only 5 or 6 brief articles that
took perhaps 2 or 3 hours to put together has persistently grown to where this month's edition has no fewer
than 24 items that seek to be included. All deserve to be shared with you, but the time it takes to write or
edit that many articles has expanded to two or more days each month. Hard choices need to be made.

As I prepare to get this month's newsletter out the virtual door, I am in discussion with several on the global
and regional staffs with input from others to explore several alternatives.  As soon as a clear direction has been
established, I’ll share it with you in a distributed announcement.  For the time being, however, this month's
newsletter will be limited to items from myself and others on the North American Leadership Council, with just
headline links to announcements and articles from the global organization, our CCs and Affiliates.  You will find
those complete articles posted on our website.   

To help us in shaping our region's communications in a way that will meet your needs, please take a moment to
answer a brief online survey, and to forward this email to others in your cooperation circle or organization so
they can offer their input as well.  

[Click here to take survey]

Together we'll keep news flowing to you that you can use to strengthen your work on behalf of building a world
of interfaith peace, justice and healing for all.

URI Wisdom Keepers

Our thanks to Paul Chaffee, retired Executive Director of the
Interfaith Center at the Presidio, for volunteering to serve on our
new URI in North America Wisdom Keepers Circle. Our Leadership
Council will be able to call on Paul from time to time for his
advice and counsel and we continue developing the region’s
organization.  His more than 10 years’ experience with URI will be
invaluable in that role. If anyone else would like to join him as a
“Wisdom Keeper”, we’d love to hear from you. Thanks, Paul.
 

Launching a URI Speaker's Bureau
               by Sandy Westin, URI in North America Regional
Coordinator

The Education Committee of our regional Leadership Council is hard at work developing 
policies and protocols to make it possible to launch a URI Speakers Bureau for North
America in the near future.  This program will provide speakers for any community to
feature in local presentations. They will offer talks on URI, its Purpose and Principles, as

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/HFFZSP8
http://www.interfaith-presidio.org/
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well as workshops on peacebuilding skills.  Some will be members of our own Leadership
Council who are willing to travel throughout the region to share their thoughts and
experience.  Others might be people who are in your local area and have a message
they’d like to share with others.  Stay tuned for further developments.  If you’d like to
be part of shaping this exciting new program, or have something or someone you’d like to be considered as it
grows, contact John Denker, chair of the Education Committee.

NAIN Connect in July
 
Our region has renewed its membership in the North America Interfaith Network,
so that means all our Cooperation Circles have done the same!  You can
therefore take advantage of member discounts in attending the 2011 NAIN
Connect conference scheduled for July 24-26 in Phoenix. 
 

The Life and Times of a CC

Since the Charter Signing of 2000 when the first 75 CCs were constituted officially, URI has seen some wild
roller-coaster rides among the Cooperation Circles and their constituents.  As of now, we have roughly 525 CCs
in 79 countries – so SOMETHING is going well!

One of the curiosities we have noticed over the years has been a definite "sag" in the energy of a CC when its
charismatic founder runs out of steam and needs to pass the leadership on to someone else.  Very often, that
second leader has either attempted to copy the style of the founder – or simply let things ride.  Sometimes CCs
were founded with a great deal of energy to create something like an event, or to address a local issue. Once
the group found that producing the event or tackling the issue took more energy than they had realized,
creating a subsequent event or finding a new issue to address raised some resistance.  They had to then face
the question: Without the event/issue, who are we?

Other CCs began with discussions, with gatherings, with fellowship, with a project and have been able to
maintain their focus through the years.  Some began as pre-existing, well-established non-profits whose goals
and dreams were in line with URI's PPP's, and have been ticking along well with their own projects.

Because the staff and leadership of URI cares what happens to our CCs, we do our best to stay in touch.  Here
in URI North America, we have actually assigned each member of the Leadership Council to maintain a
relationship with the contact people of each of our region's CCs.  That outreach resulted in some surprises! 
Some contact people had no idea that their title came with actual responsibilities.  Some CC members had
forgotten they were part of URI, or even forgotten how they began as a CC. 

Over the past couple of years, the Interim Leadership Council and now the Leadership Council, along with the
Regional Coordinator has been getting creative in offering every kind of support for CCs in our region that we
can imagine.  We have a host of resources on our website now (urinorthamerica.org or uri.org/na)  to help our
CCs  grow, and Sandy offered a series of "Campfires Calls" last year for those CC people who wanted to explore
options in defining their next steps and potential projects.  We've also opened doors to bring our sister
organizations and individuals into our community as Affiliates, thereby enriching both their networks and our
own with news of their work on behalf of peace.

The quick survey about our communications that is included in this newsletter’s first article is yet another way
we’re reaching out to find how we can continue improving. Our aim is to provide the help, support, and
resources we can to strengthen our CCs’ ability to live out the PPPs of URI in their local communities.

If your CC is in one of those low spots that occurs in the growth cycle of every organization and  needs any kind
of support, let us know. You can call on your liaison person on the Leadership Council for confidential counsel,
or contact our Sandy Westin as our Regional Coordinator. If you just need a "fallow season" before your CC gets
restarted, we'll be glad to support that, too. 

The leadership and staff of our region wants to empower your CC in becoming and doing whatever you choose
to be or do, even if that is just a prayer for a time of peace and quiet.

Anne Roth
Global Council Trustee, North America 

   

mailto:revjdenker@aol.com?subject=Speakers%20Bureau
http://nainblog.wordpress.com/2011/03/10/nainconnect-2011-call-for-presentation-proposals/
http://nainblog.wordpress.com/2011/03/10/nainconnect-2011-call-for-presentation-proposals/
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SFIC ENCOURAGES HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE TO JAPAN EARTHQUAKE &
TSUNAMI 

In times of crisis communities of faith are first responders. As the world responds to the crisis in Japan, aid
agencies are on the ground working to bring relief. At this critical moment for Japan, the San Francisco
Interfaith Council (SFIC) offers this comprehensive list of faith-based and non-sectarian aid agencies and
encourages your generous financial support.
 
Adventist Development and Relief Agency http://www.adra.org  
American Friends Service Committee http://www.afsc.org  
American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee http://www.jdc.org/  
American Jewish World Service http://ajws.org/  
Baptist World Aid/Baptist World Alliance
         http://www.bwanet.org/bwa.php?site=Baptist%20World%20Aid&id=104 
CARE  http://www.care.org  
Catholic Relief Services http://crs.org/  
Christian Reformed World Relief Committee http://crwrc.org/pages/crwrc.cfm   
Church World Service http://www.churchworldservice.org  
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship http://www.thefellowship.info/  
Episcopal Relief & Development http://www.er-d.org/HaitiCrisis   
Heifer International http://www.heifer.org/  
International Orthodox Christian Charities http://www.iocc.org/   
Islamic Relief http://www.islamic-relief.org.uk/haiti-earthquake-appeal.aspx  
Lutheran World Relief http://www.lwr.org  
MAZON Jewish Hunger Relief http://mazon.org/  
Medical Assistance Program http://www.map.org  
Mennonite Central Committee http://mcc.org/  
National Baptist Convention http://www.nationalbaptist.com/   
Nazarene Compassionate Ministries http://www.ncm.org/  
Outreach International http://www.outreach-international.org/   
Project Hope http://www.projecthope.org  
Red Cross http://www.redcross.org/  
The Salvation Army http://www.salvationarmyusa.org  
Southern Baptist International Mission Board http://www.imb.org/main/default.asp  
Tzu Chi Foundation: http://www.tzuchi.org/tzuchi.php  
UNICEF USA: http://www.unicefusa.org/?gclid=CKi9_aShvZ8CFSgFagodaVN-zA  
Unitarian Universalist Service Committee http://www.uusc.org  
WORLD VISION  http://www.worldvision.org  
World Relief/
   National Association of Evangelicals http://www.ministrywatch.com/home.aspx   
 

Making a Difference: Healing Racism at Sarasota High School

Report from The Center for Religious Tolerance
A URI Cooperation Circle in Sarasota, Florida

In following our mission and thinking globally while acting locally, our training coordinator and URI liaison, Dr.
Deri Joy Ronis, is providing teens with a safe space for ongoing conversations and hands-on activities to learn to
eradicate prejudice and bias.  From November 2010 to February 2011, 40 teens from Sarasota High School met

with Dr. Ronis for an hour, boys one week, girls the
next, for a total of 15 weeks.  The students shared that
- besides this being their favorite class! - they felt free
to verbalize their feelings about issues confronting
them today. Topics included fear of bullying, what is
happening in the world, not wanting to have to go into
the army, problems at home with their families, and
conflicts with their parents. The biggest issue was
having tools to express anger without being verbally
abusive or violent. Most said their parents needed to
know how to communicate without yelling. Many
students also described how they had been affected by
people judging them for the way they wore their hair,
or for their background, and felt that learning not to
stereotype was very useful. Two students stepped

forward to compete in the Rotary Club of Sarasota Bay's speech contest.  Kayla Wolnik, a sophomore, spoke
about domestic violence among in teenage couples: "If a teen finds themself in a dating situation that is

http://www.sf-interfaith.org/
http://www.sf-interfaith.org/
http://www.adra.org/
http://www.afsc.org/
http://www.jdc.org/
http://ajws.org/
http://www.bwanet.org/bwa.php?site=Baptist%20World%20Aid&id=104
http://www.care.org/
http://crs.org/
http://crwrc.org/pages/crwrc.cfm
http://www.churchworldservice.org/
http://www.thefellowship.info/
http://www.er-d.org/HaitiCrisis
http://www.heifer.org/
http://www.iocc.org/
http://www.islamic-relief.org.uk/haiti-earthquake-appeal.aspx
http://www.lwr.org/
http://mazon.org/
http://www.map.org/
http://mcc.org/
http://www.nationalbaptist.com/
http://www.ncm.org/
http://www.outreach-international.org/
http://www.projecthope.org/
http://www.redcross.org/
http://www.salvationarmyusa.org/
http://www.imb.org/main/default.asp
http://www.tzuchi.org/tzuchi.php
http://www.unicefusa.org/?gclid=CKi9_aShvZ8CFSgFagodaVN-zA
http://www.uusc.org/
http://www.worldvision.org/
http://www.ministrywatch.com/home.aspx
http://www.c-r-t.org/
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dangerous, either emotionally or physically, they need to find a way out."  Kelvin Carranza, a freshman, talked
about his Honduran and Cuban roots, and spoke about his own experience with bullying.  He stated: "I believe
that if students can be taught, like I was in Dr. Deri's class on healing racism and bullying, to learn the skills of
how to get along, then they could excel more at being friends and helping each other."  

The Healing Racism study circle was funded with a grant from the Rotary Club of Sarasota Bay Foundation.  The
study circle will continue for the rest of the school year with a new group of students, with funding from CRT. 
Discussions are underway concerning possible expansion to other schools in the fall.
 

SARAH Responds to Hate Speech
 
We, the women of S.A.R.A.H., (Spiritual Alliance for Religion and Hope) a grass roots women's organization
dedicated to interfaith understanding and cooperation want to express our shock and disappointment by the
recent actions of Congressmen Ed Royce and Gary Miller, Villa Park Councilwoman Deborah Paul and Rabbi
David Eliezrie. These high profile leaders joined with and supported a noisy and hate-filled crowd of protestors
outside the Yorba Linda Community Center on February 13 shouting angry and bigoted epithets as a group of
Muslim men, women and children went inside to attend a fundraising event to help homeless people here in the
United States.
 
We decry these actions, and stand with all people who uphold the values of decency, inclusiveness, and
equality for all people. We ask our U.S. Congressmen and Rabbi Eliezrie to reconsider their actions and instead,
choose a pathway of reconciliation with the people who attended that fundraiser on February 13. Their actions
perpetuate religiously motivated violence and we are demanding a statement, apology or retraction to their
bold and evil statements. 
 
We ask our leaders, both political and religious, and people everywhere to denounce these actions as violent,
irresponsible, and hate-filled. We can no longer stand idly by and see hatred for any one people being
tolerated. 
 
"“Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere." --Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King
 
"Do not judge, or you too will be judged. For in the same way you judge others, you will be judged, and with
the measure you use, it will be measured to you." Matthew 7:1-2 
 
"We must never forget the road to Auschwitz was built by hate, but paved with indifference." --Ian Kershaw
 
Please forward this on to your friends, social networks and circles of influence. We are the Ones we have been
waiting for.
 
S.A.R.A.H. 
Spiritual Alliance for Religion and Hope 
www.sarah4hope.org
 

Email from Rebecca Tobias, URI Global Council Trustee for North America

Dear Friends,

Today, I am a Muslim too! 

This afternoon's rally will be held at Times Square, from 2:00 pm to 5:30
pm. Speakers will include Christian, Islamic and Jewish religious leaders,
along with members of the entertainment industry, who will also show their
support and solidarity in, “a unified stance against a rising Islamophobia
caused by anxiety, misinformation, and ignorance.”

Here in the US our Brothers and Sisters in Islam this week will be the subject of specialized hearings in Congress
that seeks to root out, "the radicalization of Muslims in America." 

The intention of these hearings has caused many to be concerned in our community--myself included--as they
will do nothing to engender cooperation, goodwill, nor understanding--much less foster a sense of 'safety' in any
practical way.  

Since 9/11/2001 hundreds of organizations and Muslim community councils locally and nationally have fully
partnered with law enforcement agencies to provide invaluable support, and have designed, backed, and

http://www.sarah4hope.org/
http://www.sarah4hope.org/
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implemented multiple initiatives that have served our nation honorably and effectively. 

Politicians' recent saber-rattling on the run up to the 10th anniversary of the 9/11 attacks may score points in
the ballot box for fringe candidates bent on polarizing our nation,  but will do little to address the deep sense
of trauma and loss that the US still has yet to come to terms with,  only reasoned conversation can do that--
and nothing about this week's upcoming inquest resembles meaningful or substantive community building
dialogue.

As a Jew whose family was decimated in the Holocaust of Europe, I have developed a hyper-vigilance to the
insidiousness of injustice, it's become an instinctual part of of my consciousness. Experience has taught me that
violence takes many forms, and domination triumphs often imperceptibly, circumstance by circumstance--it
begins by shutting down opportunities and silencing voices.

I recall the words of Irish philosopher Edmund Burke who taught, ‘The only thing necessary for the triumph of
evil is for good men to do nothing.’ 

Well, today I will celebrate in spirit alongside a multitude in NY who have refused to allow naysayers and fear
mongers to co-opt the conversation--and share the long list of religious leaders, community organizations and
institutions who will rally in support of our greater Islamic community so that you too can know their names,
confident that we stand among many friends. 

In Peace and with All Blessings, 

Rebecca

TODAY, I AM A MUSLIM TOO! 
Mar 6 2011
Major Rally Planned For Times Square, NYC On Sunday At 2PM

"TODAY, I AM A MUSLIM, TOO" RALLY IN SUPPORT OF INTERFAITH SOLIDARITY  
TO TAKE PLACE IN TIMES SQUARE ON SUNDAY, MARCH 6 AT 2:00PM
Community Leaders, Local Officials and Religious Leaders Join Together to Protest 
Targeting of American Muslims & Arabs in Upcoming Congressional Hearings
On Sunday March 6, 2011, a broad coalition of over 75 interfaith, nonprofit, governmental, and civil liberties
groups came together in Times Square (42nd Street and 7th Avenue) in support of equitable civil rights for the
Today, I Am a Muslim, Too, rally.   Taking place in response to upcoming Congressional hearings led by Peter
King (R-LI), rally-goers stood  together against bigotry caused by anxiety, misinformation, and ignorance, to
show Congress a united American community which seeks to strengthen - not dilute - our bonds of friendship
and trust.  Organizers of this rally believe one can be a loyal Muslim as well as a loyal American without
conflict.

"As invested Americans, we acknowledge the important work of the Congressional Committee on Homeland
Security," said Russell Simmons; Chairman of RUSH Communications. "However, we’re concerned the hearings
will send the wrong message and alienate American Muslims instead of partnering with them, potentially putting
their lives at risk by inciting fear and enmity."
 
Rabbi Marc Schneier, President of the Foundation for Ethnic Understanding (FFEU), has suggested that the
hearings should be "broadened in such a way that other ethnic communities and faith communities can attest to
the tremendous contribution and solidarity that American Muslims have for our country."
 
In addition to Simmons and Rabbi Schneier, additional guests expected to appear include; Imam Shamsi Ali
(Islamic Cultural Center), Imam Feisal Abdul Rauf (Cordoba Initiative), Rev. Bob Chase (Intersections), Rabbi
Peter J. Rubinstein (Central Synagogue), Katherine Henderson (Auburn Theological Seminary), Rev. Chloe Breyer
(Interfaith Center of New York), Rev. Amandus J. Derr (St. Peter's Church), and many other religious,
community, and political leaders.  There will also be a performance by UN Goodwill Ambassador Salman Ahmad
of Junoon Band.
Alarmed at the demonization of an entire community, hundreds of civil liberties groups have signed letters
opposing the hearings as they are currently planned, including a petition circulated by Faith in Public Life.   On
February 1, 2011 a letter to House Majority and Minority Leaders John Boehner and Nancy Pelosi, protesting the
bias evident in King's hearings.

Thanks to all who are supporting the event, the list is below: 

1. Foundation for Ethnic Understanding
2. Interfaith Center of New York
3. Auburn Seminary
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4. Central Synagogue 
5. Greater New York Labor-Religion Coalition
6. Queens Federation of Churches 
7. Federation for Middle East Peace
8. Park Avenue Synagogue
9. Partnership of Faith
10. Long Island Interfaith Alliance
11. Fellowship of Reconciliation
12. Action International Center
13. Long Island Catholic Diocese
14. Episcopal Diocese of New York
15. Shalom Center
16. St. Bartholomew's Church 
17. The Tanenbaum Center
18. Jewish Theological Seminary
19. Interreligious Federation of Queens
20. Midtown Churches
21. World Council of Religious Leaders/Jainism Community
22. Martin Luther Center for Non Violence 
23. Buddhist Council of New York 
24. Egyptian-American Associations
25. Union Theological Seminary
26. NYC to Stop Islamophobia
27. St. Peter's Churches
28. Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church 
29. Alliance of Civilizations
30. Sikh community, Flushing Queens
31. Clergy Living Wage in NYC
32. Freedom of Religion USA
33. EmblemHealth
34. The Convergence Project
35. Intersections
36. Interfaith New York disaster services
37. Fiscal Policy Institute
38. New York Neighbors Coalition
39. Clergy beyond borders Conference
40. The Shalom Center
41. Same Difference
42. St Paul and St Andrews Church
44. Congregation Beit Simchat Torah
45. Marble Collegiate Church
46. Multi-faith Voices for Peace & Justice
48. Pax Christi Metro New York
50. Interfaith Arts
51. The Sikh Coalition, USA
52. The Sikh Community, Queens – Flushing
53. Saint John the Divine
54. Saint Peter’s Church
55. International Federation of Rabbis
56. Chautauqua Institution
57. National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA
58. Interreligious Federation USA
59. Faith House Manhattan 
60. East West Association of Sikh Women for World Peace
61. Clergy for Living Wage (Rev. Peter Hetzel)
62. Cathedral of St. John the Divine
63. Mennonite Central Committee UN Office
64. Shomer Shalom Network for Jewish Nonviolence
65. Catholic Scholars for Worker Justice 
66. International Jewish Anti-Zionist Network
67. New York City Labor Against the War
68. The Dialogue Project
69. Local Faith Communities
70. Riverside Drive Church
71. Kolot Chayeinu / Voices of Our Lives 
72. Chhaya CDC (Seema Agnan)
73. Judson Memorial Church 
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74. New Sanctuary Movement NYC
75. Interfaith Assembly on Homelessness and Housing
76. Citizen Action of New York
77. Congregation at Ansche Chesed 
78. Kolot Chayeinu-Voices of Our Lives
79. September 11th Families for Peaceful Tomorrows

Contacts:
Imam Shamsi Ali: shamsiali1@aol.com
Alexandra Ben Othman: alexandra.ben.othman@gmail.com
Sadick Abubakr: garba19@engineer.com
Media: Leyla Turkkan: leyla@catalystgroupsite.com
Para español: Katherine Vizcaino: kat.vizcaino@yahoo.com

Besides that list the following celebrities are backing the event as well.

Kimora Lee and Russell Simmons, Kim Kardashian, Diddy, Adrian Grenier, Heather Graham, Common, Susan
Sarandon, John Legend, Rachel Roy, Q-Tip, Kelly Bensimon, Rev. Al Sharpton, Juelz Santana, Rev. Run, Rev.
Jesse Jackson, Jermaine Dupri, Lorraine Bracco, Jim Jones, and Djimon Hounsou.

-- 
Rebecca Tobias
Program Director
Raoul Wallenberg Institute of Ethics
www.RaoulWallenbergInstitute.org
---
United Religions Initiative
Global Council Trustee, North America
www.uri.org
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http://www.uri.org/
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