
The Birth of URI
The seed for the birth of URI was planted in 1993 
when the United Nations invited The Rt. Rev. 
William Swing, Episcopal Bishop of California, 
to host an interfaith service in San Francisco in 
response to the question, “If the nations of the 
world are working together for peace through 
the UN, then how can the religions of the world 
be brought together for a similar purpose?” From 
this inspiration, a vision took shape to create 
a grassroots organization whereby people of 
diverse faiths from all sectors of society would 
cooperate to build peace and justice for all.

Between 1996 and 2000, people from diverse 
religions, spiritual expressions and indigenous 
traditions worked together to create the URI 
Charter. Today, thousands of people around 
the world bring their unique talents to URI to 
create profound actions of care, compassion, 
cooperation, education, and peacebuilding.

The Heart of URI
At the heart of URI is a global network of locally 
organized “Cooperation Circles,” or "CCs." Each 
Circle is a group consisting of at least 7 members 
representing a minimum of 3 different religions, 
spiritual paths, or indigenous traditions. Circles 
organize around local needs and visions in 
accordance with the Preamble, Purpose and 
Principles of URI (our “3 Ps”).

Twelve years after the signing of its Charter, URI 
has now grown to include 550 Cooperation Circles 
in nearly 80 countries around the world. 

Grassroots in Action
URI Cooperation Circles vary widely in nature 
and focus. While one Circle might meet regularly 
to exchange stories, meals, and conversation to 
deepen interfaith understanding, another Circle 
might focus on addressing a specific community 
need or seek to increase interfaith educational 
opportunities. Some Circles are actually existing 
organizations that have chosen to endorse the URI 
Preamble, Purpose, and Principles.

Individuals may become a part of URI by joining 
an existing Cooperation Circle or by creating 
a new one. Since each Circle defines its own 
unique purpose, style of governance, rules for 
membership, and processes for decision making, 
the choice of joining an existing Circle or forming 
a new one is left to you. 

The Preamble, Purpose, and Principles of the URI 
Charter are the foundation that guides individual 
actions and interactions within each Circle and in 
URI as a whole. The visionary clarity of the URI 
“3 Ps” provides support, safety, and direction 
for any individual or group focused on reducing 
religiously-motivated violence and promoting 
cultures of peace, justice, and healing.

URI in North America
The North America region of URI, which includes 
the United States and Canada, is one of eight URI 
regions around the globe. There are currently 
about fifty CCs in our region, primarily located on 
the continent's east and west coasts. 

Current initiatives for the NA region include:

• Improving communication and networking 
opportunities within our region.

• Increasing overall awareness of the United 
Religions Initiative across North America.

• Expanding participation in and networking 
with URI throughout the US and Canada. URI Cooperation Circles are locally or virtually 

connected groups of diverse individuals who create 
actions of interfaith cooperation and peace.

The initial Leadership Council for URI in North 
America was formed in May 2009. We have 
since become a corporation and received 501c3 
nonprofit status.

Want to Learn More?
News from across URI North America is online 
at www.urinorthamerica.org. The full URI Charter 
that includes our Preamble, Purpose, and 
Principles can be read by visiting the global URI 
web site at www.uri.org.

If you have questions—about URI global, URI 
in North America, Cooperation Circles, or 
our North America Affiliate program, please 
contact Katie Ward, our Regional Coordinator at 
619.804.6882 or at kward@uri.org. Please contact 
us, also, if you would simply like to receive our 
periodic regional e-newsletter.

Join Us!
Thank you for your interest in URI. Please 
join with us in building a world of interfaith 
peace. Consider creating or joining a URI 
Cooperation Circle, or join us as an Individual or 
Organizational Affiliate of URI in North America. 
We also welcome your tax-deductible donations 
that will allow us to extend the reach of our 
efforts in the United States and Canada.

Buddhist, Baha'i, Hindu, Christian, Jewish, and 
Muslim members of a Seattle CC meet with Uzbeki 
visitors to discuss religious diversity in America.
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Preamble to the URI Charter
We, people of diverse religions, spiritual 

expressions and indigenous traditions 
throughout the world, hereby establish the 
United Religions Initiative to promote enduring, 
daily interfaith cooperation, to end religiously 
motivated violence and to create cultures of 
peace, justice and healing for the Earth and all 
living beings.

We respect the uniqueness of each tradition, and 
differences of practice or belief.

We value voices that respect others, and believe 
that sharing our values and wisdom can lead us 
to act for the good of all.

We believe that our religious, spiritual lives, rather 
than dividing us, guide us to build community 
and respect for one another.

Therefore, as interdependent people rooted in our 
traditions, we now unite for the benefit of our 
Earth community.

We unite to build cultures of peace and justice.
We unite to heal and protect the Earth.
We unite to build safe places for conflict resolution, 

healing and reconciliation.
We unite to support freedom of religion and 

spiritual expression, and the rights of all 
individuals and peoples as set forth in 
international law.

We unite in responsible cooperative action to bring 
the wisdom and values of our religions, spiritual 
expressions and indigenous traditions to bear 
on the economic, environmental, political and 
social challenges facing our Earth community.

We unite to provide a global opportunity for 
participation by all people, especially by those 
whose voices are not often heard.

We unite to celebrate the joy of blessings and the 
light of wisdom in both movement and stillness.

We unite to use our combined resources only for 
nonviolent, compassionate action, to awaken 
to our deepest truths, and to manifest love and 
justice among all life in our Earth community. 


