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URI Regional Coordinators 
Regional Coordinators are responsible to 
guide URI development in the region 
and nurture existing CCs. The basic job 
description for a Regional Coordinator 
includes, but is not limited to:  
 
 Help existing CCs to achieve their 

aims and with regional trustees 
develop and implement a plan for 
regional growth. 

 Support vibrant regular 
communication among CCs in region, 
and to and from the global network, 
including CCs with no internet 
access. 

 Help implement URI organizational 
functions and collective global action 
on behalf of the Global Council. 

 Complete annual work plan for URI 
regional allocation, provide annual 
and interim financial reports as 
directed, and maintain accurate CC 
data. 

 

North American Regional Update, Issue 9 Fall/Winter 2006 
 
The purpose of the United Religions Initiative is to promote enduring interfaith communication with the 
intention of ending religiously motivated violence in order to create cultures and communities of peace and 
understanding for all the living beings of Earth.  

Introducing Margi Ness, Co-Coordinator for the URI in North America 
December 4, 2006, Sally Mahé 
 
The United Religions Initiative is pleased to announce the 
appointment of Margi Ness as the co-regional coordinator with 
Stephen Fuqua for North America. URI is grateful to the GC 
trustees from North America and Stephen for participating in the 
selection process. 
 
Margi lives in Boulder, Colorado. She first heard about URI from 
her friend, Gurudev Khalsa, a long time friend and consultant for 
URI. After hearing Charles speak in Boulder last fall, Margi was 
very impressed with URI and visited the San Francisco office. 
Currently Margi is active with the Community for Sudanese and 
American Women helping to resettle “lost girls” from the Darfur 
region and she is a certified leader with Circles of 10: Women for 
World Peace. Margi has worked in service projects in Tibet, Kenya 
Ecuador, Peru and Mexico. During the Vietnam war Margi worked 
for the American Red Cross in Vietnam. Margi brings a lifelong 
commitment to peace justice and healing in the world. Margi also 
brings excellent experience in senior level management positions 
with non profit organizations. Margi graduated from Georgia 
State University and holds a Masters degree in Sociology. 
 
As co-coordinator Margi will be responsible to uphold the 
Preamble, Purpose and Principles and the spirit of the URI.  She 
and Stephen will work together to share responsibilities for 
coordination in the region. Margi’s primary responsibility will be 
to insure effective communication with CCs. Margi, Stephen and the trustees plan to meet in San Francisco in 
early February to further develop plans for the region for 2007-2008. 
 
Acting on behalf of the URI global community, URI warmly welcomes Margi Ness in this key staff position and 
is honored to announce this appointment to the URI CCs in North America and to the international URI global 
community. 

Kofi & Nane Annan - NGOs Bid Farewell after 10 Years! 
December 15, 2006, Monica Willard, URI Representative at the U.N. 
 
Secretary-General Kofi Annan and Mrs. Nane Annan 
were honored at a reception held on November 29, 
2006 to thank them for their 10 years of service to 
the UN and to the world.  The Hague Appeal for 
Peace invited a representative group of NGOs [Non-

governmental Organizations] to give the Annans a 
civil society Thank You Party and gift.     
 
A beautiful collage was made for them as a parting 
gift by artists Laurel Marx and Heide Nitze.   It shows 
the NGO names raining down on the UN from the 
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heavens.  One of those rain drops says “United 
Religions Initiative”.   
  
The collage also says “thank you” in the six official 
UN languages and in Swedish for Mrs. Annnan and 
Fante  for the Secretary-General.  The collage is 
highlighted by a peace dove lighting the sky and 
completed with quotes from the UN Charter.  I used 
the beautiful pictures from the Global Campaign for 
Peace Education Newsletter to share this event and 
the gift with you.   
  
I'd also like to let you know that Secretary-General 
Kofi Annan sent a personal letter to thank me and 

the United Religions Initiative for our involvement in 
the International Day of Peace at the UN and "in 
developing the wider involvement of students in 
peace activities".  I share the final sentence in the 
hope that you can feel the appreciation for yourself 
too.  "Mrs. Annan joins me in sending you our warm 
appreciation and best wishes for continued success in 
your endeavors in the cause of peace and 
understanding". 
  
It is an honor to represent the URI at the United 
Nations!

 
URI’s Founder Rt. Rev. William E. Swing retires into fulltime work for URI 
December 6, 2006, URI Staff 
 

Bishop Swing, Founder and President of URI, has joined the staff in our San 
Francisco office, working on a daily basis to ensure the success of URI. In the face of 
the fact that religiously motivated violence, throughout the world, has dramatically 
changed life in the 21st century, Bishop Swing believes that “the one immediate 
hope for change is to engage grassroots people of the world’s religions, indigenous 
traditions and spiritual expressions in peacemaking at local levels.” Read Bishop 
Swing’s invitation for you to join him in being a vital part of the dramatic change in 
peacemaking undertaken by the United Religions Initiative. 
 
Bishop Swing’s invitation: www.uri.org/Features/Features_Main/wes1.html   

Healing the Earth – Join in the UNEP Billion Tree Project 
November 9, 2006, URI Staff 
 
The URI Global Council Trustees representing our URI grassroots network has declared 
support for a remarkable project that everyone in the world can do together. We invite you 
to participate in the UN Environmental Program campaign to plant a billion trees in 2007, 
inspired by Nobel Peace Prize Laureate Wangari Maathai.  
 
The campaign is open to all individuals, children and youth groups, schools, community 
groups, non-governmental organizations, farmers, private sector organizations, local 
authorities, and national Governments. Each pledge can be anything from a single tree to 10 million trees. 
 
Under the Plant for the Planet: Billion Tree Campaign, people and entities from around the world are 
encouraged to enter pledges on a web site. Tree planters will receive certificates and will be able to see who 
their partners are and where in our world trees are being planted. 
 
Read more about the program at www.uri.org/Features/Features_Main/biltree.html 

CC News and Activities 

The Academy for Peace 2007 — URI of 
Henderson County 
December 2, 2006 

The URI of Henderson County is once again showing 
that the interfaith movement can thrive in 

Appalachia. This group has been a true pioneer in its 
interfaith programming and support of the URI 
mission. They work toward peace by "promoting 
understanding among the religions and spiritual 
expressions" in their western North Carolina 

http://www.uri.org/Features/Features_Main/wes1.html
http://www.uri.org/Features/Features_Main/biltree.html
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community, and by "cultivating peace inwardly, 
locally and globally." 

For 2007 they have assembled a program called The 
Academy for Peace, "designed to provide 
opportunities for enriching our lives in order to 
create cultures of peace." This innovative plan of 
activities neatly balances experiences of faith, of 
study and direct dialogue, and of fellowship and 
service. In other words, experiences of spirit, mind, 
and body. 

They have spread these events throughout the year in 
such a way that attendees — and organizers — are 
not required to make a weekly or even monthly 
commitment to enjoy them. Their Visits to Faith 
Traditions, Interfaith Dialogue, and a few workshops 
are thus intertwined and spaced throughout the year. 

For those willing to make more of a commitment, 
they are once again offering an eight week course on 
non-violent communication. This course, based on 
the non-violence work of Marshall Rosenberg, was a 
tremendous success for Henderson County last year. 
The URI of Charlotte also recently sponsored the 
course with strong local participation and 
encouraging results. Another long course will be a 
month-long study of Deepak Chopra's book Peace Is 
the Way, facilitated by a retired Episcopal Bishop. 

But their work is not just confined to local activities. 
In April they will co-host, along with the Interfaith 
Explorers from the DC-area, a "sub-regional" retreat 
for URI Cooperation Circles from the Southeastern 
United States, and they have for several years been 
exemplars of local fundraising for the global good. In 
addition to raising funds for the URI global support 
office, they have adopted the Southern Sudan School 
Project, which is affiliated with the URI of Utah, as a 
means for connecting their local cultivation of peace 
with an international effort to restore basic education 
to parts of war-torn southern Sudan. 

Sally Mahé, Director of Organizational Development 
for the United Religions Initiative, eloquently 
described my own reaction to their consistently 
amazing achievements. The Henderson County 
Cooperation Circle (CC) is "inspiring the URI with 
the depth and breadth of how [their] CC is fulfilling 
[its] aspirations, living in peace and helping others to 
do so." To the organizers and members of the CC — 
thank you. Thank you for working to bring a culture 
of peace, justice, and healing not only to North 
Carolina but also to the one planet we all share. 

The Academy of Peace program can be downloaded from 
www.uri-na.org/docs/academyforpeace2007.pdf. 

The Southern Sudan Education Project can be found 
online at 
www.homepage.mac.com/globalhealing/SouthernSudan
Ed./.

The Interfaith Council of Washington Presents Interfaith Talk Radio 
December 2006, Interfaith Council of Washington (state) 
 
Join ICW Faith Advisory Leaders Rabbi Ted Falcon, Brother Jamal 
Rahman, and Pastor Don Mackenzie each Monday from 5:00-6:00 
PM. In Seattle, tune in on KKNW, 1150 AM. Or listen to live audio 
streaming from anywhere by clicking "Listen Live" on the KKNW 
website (www.newschannel1150.com).  
 
Together, Rabbi Ted, Brother Jamal, and Pastor Don seek to 
appreciate the deep spiritual teachings within each authentic 
religious tradition, and to remember the healing nature of the 
Wisdom and Compassion which is the Source of all being.  
 
Together and with their audience they hope to create a radio experience that will promote greater 
understanding between faith and also non-faith individuals and communities so that we can discover the kinds 
of energies which can help transform and heal both person and planet.  
On Interfaith Talk Radio, you are invited to become part of the deepening dialogue on spirituality. Listen each 
Monday and become part of the discussion.  
 
For more information, go to www.interfaithtalkradio.com. Learn about topics for upcoming shows or listen 
to past programs from the Talk Radio Archives. 

http://www.uri-na.org/docs/academyforpeace2007.pdf
http://www.homepage.mac.com/globalhealing/SouthernSudanEd./
http://www.homepage.mac.com/globalhealing/SouthernSudanEd./
http://www.newschannel1150.com
http://www.interfaithtalkradio.com/
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Unity-and-Diversity World Council Presents URI Global Council with Humanitarian 
Award at Peace Sunday 
December 27, 2006 
 
The Unity-and-Diversity World Council has long been holding intercultural and interreligious events in Los 
Angeles, California. Their biggest activity of the year is “Peace Sunday,” which is held each December. Rev. 
Leland P. Stewart writes, “It is intentionally held during the Holy Day Season, a season for all faiths and all 
peoples to celebrate the most powerful season of the year.  We are called to look for inspiration and the sense of 
fulfillment in our lives, as well as to find cooperative ways to meet the challenges that lie before us…” 
 
With a theme of “Creating a World That Works for Everyone”, this year’s Peace Sunday, held on Dec. 10, had 
more than a dozen co-sponsors, including the United Religions Initiative. In addition to the regular networking 
and speakers, the event included its first interfaith choir and first Humanitarian Awards Ceremony, to “honor 
representatives of organizations, as well as outstanding individuals, for their humanitarian work.” Yoland 
Trevino, Chair of the URI Global Council, accepted on the Council’s behalf an award that read “to the United 
Religions Initiative, Global Council, In recognition of outstanding service to humanity and the planet in helping 
to create ‘A World that works for everyone’.” 
 
A more detailed description of the event can be found at udcworld.org/peace_sunday.htm. 

S.A.R.A.H. Participates in Walk for Hope 
December 25, 2006, Sande Hart 
 

In September SARAH participated in the annual Walk For Hope sponsored by Be 
The Cause www.bethecause.org. At the Walk, we brought our Peace Tapestry 
materials for walk participants and sat back and watched as the spirit moved 
from their hearts to their hands and then created the most current Peace 
Tapestry. I am attaching a picture of that tapestry held by Laura with her 
daughter of Be The Cause. 
 
Be The Cause is an example of compassion at work. This group of dedicated 
amazing people (humbly led by example by my Brother Sukh) is currently in Peru 
and in route to Ecuador to visit the needy and provide humanitarian aid in the 
ways most effectives. Another group will be traveling to India and then onto 
Africa. In India they will be delivering the hundreds of wheel chairs they had 

donated to those in need and then off to Africa where they will be visiting orphans who have lost their parents 
to AID's. Laura (as seen in the picture) will be on that trip. She will be taking this Tapestry with her on her 
travels as an example of the Love and Hope that we hold in our hearts for these people. 
 
S.A.R.A.H. is the Spiritual and Religious Alliance for Hope, a Cooperation Circle in Southern California. 

Interfaith Resources 

Golden Rule Curriculum for Schools and Youth Groups 
December 16, 2006 

Paul McKenna of the Scarboro Missions Interfaith Desk, and of the former URI Toronto, recently wrote to tell 
me about a free resource Scarboro is providing for interfaith dialogue — a “Golden Rule Curriculum for 
Schools”. He in describing this tool, he offered this compelling list of features: 

1. it was written by two Chicago-area teachers with lots of background in this area  
2. it contains one of the most thorough descriptions of the history of the Golden Rule that you will find 

anywhere in print.  
3. it contains an extensive listing of Golden Rules from ancient to modern times  
4. it contains excellent teaching ideas  

http://udcworld.org/peace_sunday.htm
http://www.bethecause.org
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5. It was written for a public school audience but can easily be adapted for religious schools and private 
schools. Sunday school teachers, home-schooling parents, scout leaders and other youth educators will 
also find it useful. 

The curriculum can be downloaded free from 
www.scarboromissions.ca/Interfaith_dialogue/golden_rule_curriculum.php 

Upcoming Events 
Southeast U.S. Sub-Regional 
Assembly 
 
The URI of Henderson County and 
the Interfaith Explorers will be co-
hosting a retreat for the URI 
Cooperation Circles of the south-
eastern U.S. in April. Due to space 
considerations, attendance will be 
limited by invitation. Look for 
reports on the results in April or 
May. 
 
The North American leadership 
team is hoping that these kinds of 
sub-regional gatherings will 
become commonplace in future 
years. Please let us know if you’re 
interested in having a retreat in 
your area. 

Peace Alliance 
 
The Peace Alliance, with whom 
many CCs work to promote the 
idea of a federal Department of 
Peace, will be holding its annual 
conference in Arlington, VA in 
February. This is a terrific 
opportunity for CCs to connect 
with and support the 
peacebuilding work of a like-
minded group. If any CC members 
attend, we’d all love to hear about 
it!  
 
More info at 
www.thepeacealliance.org/content
/view/17/147/. 
 
 

North American Interfaith 
Network 
 
NAIN Connect 2007 will be held in 
July in Richmond, VA, with a 
theme of “Embracing Religious 
Freedom, Past Present and 
Future”. Program development is 
currently under way and the 
organizers are interested in 
hearing from URI groups who may 
want to share the results of their 
work or share skills useful in 
promoting and conducting 
interfaith work. This annual event 
has long been the best and most 
fruitful gathering of interfaith 
groups on the continent, and URI 
involvement is encouraged. 

For more information on any of these three events, feel free to write to Stephen Fuqua at sfuqua@uri.org. 

 
Copyright © 2006, United Religions Initiative. All rights reserved.  

Editor: Stephen Fuqua 
 

For more information about the URI in North America, contact  
Regional Coordinators Stephen Fuqua, sfuqua@uri.org, (651) 646-8007 or Margi Ness, mness@uri.org 

 
Visit www.uri-na.org for North American news briefs or www.uri.org for  

URI news and materials from around the world 

http://www.scarboromissions.ca/Interfaith_dialogue/golden_rule_curriculum.php
http://www.thepeacealliance.org/content/view/17/147/
http://www.thepeacealliance.org/content/view/17/147/
mailto:sfuqua@uri.org" 
mailto:sfuqua@uri.org" 
mailto:mness@uri.org" 
http://www.uri-na.org
http://www.uri.org
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